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To the Editor: 

Reading through your paper, the Evangel, from time 
to time I come across names of people I learned 
to know and love in your country when I visited 
there. This makes me long to meet some of them 
again. 

You can imagine how glad I was when Brother 
Wade Horton arrived here from Angola where he 
had spent a few weeks in connection with the work 
there. We had a little time of fellowship and I am 
sending you a picture of us in my office discussing 
our plans for a visit to Portuguese East Africa, 
where we are going by plane on Monday. 

Brother Horton is away in Central Africa with 
Brother Saayman and Brother Mooneyham. They 
have gone there to visit the work and I am sure 
they will have good reports to make. 

Many of your readers here in our country testify 
of blessings through the medium of your paper, 
and we pray for God’s blessings on your labours 
for the Master. 

—H. R. CARTER, Moderator 
Rie The Full Gospel Church of God 
Johannesburg, South Africa 


Rev. Wade H. Horton discussing of visit to 
Lourenco ues with the Moderator of the South 
African Church. 


ge 


DECLARATION OF FAITH 











pi oe a 


of Strength 


living is the fact that strength is sometimes 
found in weakness. In the relationship of Jesus 
and Paul we find this truth clearly stated: 


And he said unto me, My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore 
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong (2 Corinthians 12:9, 
10). 

This sounds almost foolish. The idea that weakness 
makes us strong is almost self-contradictory, yet it 
is one of the great Christian truths. Not only is it 
true that weakness is strength, but the opposite is 
equally true: strength is frequently weakness. This 
means that our personal strength is our greatest weak- 
ness and our personal weakness can be our greatest 
strength. This is precisely the sense of Paul’s state- 
ment, “When I am weak, then am I strong.” Out of 
strength comes weakness and out of weakness comes 
strength. 

Two things come to my mind that bear out this 
point. I recall as a boy hearing a group of physicians 
discuss the class of persons who usually live longest— 
not the strong, robust people, but those who most 
of their lives have some chronic weakness. This chron- 
ic ailment causes them to protect themselves and care 
for their health, whereas those who are stronger often 
abuse their health in such way that suddenly sickness 
and death strike them down. The point is that the 
frail man is constantly on guard and his stronger 
brother overcome by his own lack of watchcare. 

The second incident is even more forceful. In the 
city of Edinburgh there stands today the ruins of an 
ancient castle. In the olden days Edinburgh Castle 
was one of the strongest fortresses in all Scotland, 
built for protection on a hill. The enemy could ap- 
proach from three sides without too much difficulty, 
but on the fourth side was a cliff so steep that no 
one could approach the castle from it. The face of 
the cliff was so sheer that the castle walls at the top 
of it were almost a continuation of it. 

Yet Edinburgh Castle fell to the enemy. A daring 
soldier and a small band of companions worked their 
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way up the steep escarpment and then over the tow- 
ering walls at the top. As they expected, no guard 
had been placed on that side, for it was considered 
so strong it did not require a guard. Conversely, the 
three weaker sides were so well guarded that the 
enemy did not dare attack those points. Thus the 
strongest side became the weakest of all. 


It is the same way in my life and your life. The 
greatest weakness you have is your strongest point 
when it is left unguarded. Your greatest strength is 
your weakest point when it is fortified by the power 
of Christ. No man who knows his weakness and keeps 
it sheltered under the blood of Christ is likely to 
be overcome by it. But the man who is so strong along 
certain lines that he feels he will never be overcome 
there, is in greater danger than his weak brother who 
recognizes his weakness. No man is so completely in- 
sufficient as the one who thinks he is sufficient. Self- 
confidence is a good thing. But Christ-confidence 
is far better. We must remember that self- 
confidence is only a hairs-breadth from self-conceit. 

A man who knows he is weak but that Christ is 
strong can become as strong in Christ as he is weak 
in himself. A man who recognizes his own weakness 
is watchful, alert, and so attentive that he flees to 
Christ when the slightest temptation shows itself. The 
strong man relies on his own strength to protect him, 
and he is therefore weak. 

Why do you sometimes see a mighty man of God 
fall, while some less dominating man stands on un- 
shaken? Because the mighty man was so strong that 
he felt sure the devil would never overcome him; 
the man who appeared weak probably realized his 
own weakness so much that the first appearance of 
temptation scared him to the bosom of Christ for pro- 
tection and strength. Many Christians who fall are 
surprised to find that it could happen to them. Many 
are overcome at the very point that bothers them 
least, for they leave that point unguarded. Their very 
strength is their greatest weakness. Paul admonishes 
us on this very line: : 

Wherefore let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall (1 Corinthians 
10:12). 

It is no shame to realize our own weakness or even 
to recognize the specific weak points of our human 

(Continued on page 12) 











Pennsylvania, “birthplace of the 
nation,” is the home of ten and 
one-half million Americans. Rank- 
ing third in Bo ulation in the 
United States, this state has long 

resented an evangelistic challenge 

the Church of . The Church 
first met the challenge of the “Key- 
stone State” in the small farming 
community of Boynton. There on 
March 14, 1925, the first Church 
of God in Pennsylvania was set 
in order. It seemed only a “mustard 
seed,” but planted in faith, it was 
destined to grow. 


Since that first planting in Boyn- 
ton, many have “gone forth weep- 
ing, bearing precious seed.” Theirs 
too was the promise, for they re- 
turned to the conventions each 
year “with rejoicing, bringing their 
sheaves with them.” The hard bat- 
tles of those pioneers and their 
victories for God and His Church 
pee grown into the work as it is 

ay. 


Fifty-one churches and one mis- 
sion with a total membership of 
2,710 are now sprinkled across 
Pennsylvania. Each Sunday morn- 
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ing, 3,262 people attend 54 Church 
of Sunday Schools and give 
an offering of $565. Our 50 organ- 
izeil Y.P.E. groups have an average 
weekly attendance of 1,916 who 
contribute $173. 

True to the heritage of the 
alert and loyal to the deman 
the present, the 43 L.W.W.B.’s of 
Pennsylvania make outstanding 
spiritual and financial contribu- 
tions to the growth of the Church. 
In the year of 1957, these bands 
raised a total of $23,339.58 for im- 
provement of properties, furnishing 
of parsonages, and other projects. 

A large percentage of the resi- 
dents of Pennsylvania follow the 
Roman Catholic faith, and there is 
a deep longing for the light and 
warmth of the gospel. Where holi- 
ness is preached, it is quickly re- 
ceived by hungry hearts. In 1957, 
1,168 were saved, 484 sanctified, 268 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
230 added to the Church. During 
the same period, Pennsylvania gave 
over $8 per member for ons 
with a total of $22,430.39. Over 
$4,000 was raised for the Home for 
Children in Sevierville, Tennessee. 
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By George D. Lemons 


Overseer 


This is Pennsylvania today—and 
all of this had its beginning in 
Boynton. 

Nine years after that first church 
was organized, the Church of God 
in Pennsylvania took a bold step of 
faith. Under the leadership of C. 
H. Blankenship, a park on South 
Edgewood Avenue was purchased 
from the city of Somerset for a 
state campground. Slowly, its 40 
acres were cleared of brush and 
undergrowth until it became one of 
the most beautiful camp sites in 
the entire Church. Among the first 
buildings on the grounds were the 
tabernacle, 2 dormitories, a kitchen 
and dining hall, the old state par- 
sonage, and the parsonage for the 

astor of the local congregation. 

ter, a state youth director’s par- 
sonage was added, and in 1956 the 
new state parsonage and state of- 
fices were completed. In addi- 
tion, a 10-unit motel, 15 state- 
owned cottages, and 64 cottages 
owned by individuals have been 
erected. 

Beneath the stately pines, ma- 
ples, and oaks, hundreds of persons 

ave —— each year for the 


annual Pennsylvania State Camp 
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Meeting. In the summer of 1957, 
Pennsylvania enjoyed one of the 
most outstanding camp meetings 
it has known for several years. Ap- 
proximately 75 received the Holy 
Ghost during the camp, 33 of these 
being baptized in one night serv- 
ice. From night to night, God’s Spir- 
it moved mightily and the people 
of God drank deeply of stren 
and encouragement for the months 
ahead. 

A short time later, another spir- 
itual outpouring was witnessed. 
The state youth camp, under the 
able direction of our state Sunday 
School and youth director, the Rev- 
erend William Dobben, and his wife, 
was an outstanding event of the 
year. The 252 campers and 72 staff 
members witnessed the salvation 
of 83 young people. There were 57 
sanctified and 41 filled with the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost during 
the seven-day camp. 

Thus far in 1958 the church is 
showing continued progress. The 
work in every department is mov- 
ing forward. We look to God for 
another stirring camp meeting and 
2 great youth camps in the sum- 
mer. In all of these labors we are 


Rev. George D. Lemons 


trusting God for an even greater 
increase than in any preceding 
year. 

The seed planted in 1925 still con- 
tinues to bear fruit. Harvest is yet 
being made of the labors and 
prayers of the pioneers. Yet, new 
fields cry for seed and for sowers. 
The work is not all done. Metropoli- 
tan Philadelphia, for example, has 
a population of 3,671,000—more 
than the entire State of Georgia. 
In this, the fourth largest city in 
the nation, we have only one mis- 
sion. Greater Pittsburgh, with a 
population of 2,213,000, has only 

(Continued on page 12) 
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4 fe Oe of God in Georgia 
er ee to Wleve Sinead 


By W. E. Johnson 


Overseer 


It is wonderful to be a part of 
the great Pentecostal movement in 
which progress under the leader- 
ship of the Holy Ghost is a natural 
and expected thing! For many 
years now the Church of God in 
Georgia has enjoyed a phenomenal 
growth; in fact, God has seen fit 
to allow Georgia to be one of the 
pace-setting states in our move- 
ment. It is in this setting of ac- 
complishment and progress that 
we wish to report to you the many 
blessings that God has bestowed 
upon us during the past two years 
—since the General Assembly of 
August, 1956. 

We realize that it is the spiritual 
vitality of a people who are willing 
to emphasize and trust in the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghost that makes 
for real progress in every field of 
Christian endeavor. This spirit has 
been characterized in Georgia by 
the many, many outstanding revi- 
vals that our churches have en- 
joyed. We have had a number of 
truly great outpourings in both the 


small and large churches in which 
many souls were saved and large 
numbers sanctified and baptized 
with the Holy Ghost. We have had 
a substantial increase in member- 
ship, boosting our total to near 

New Churches: Although much 
of our efforts have gone into 
a the smaller church- 
es, we have been able to go into a 
number of new towns and com- 
munities with the Pentecostal mes- 
sage. We have organized 12 new 
churches to date and have several 
active missions that we hope to 
organize in the near future. 

New Buildings: When people love 
the Lord and His cause, they are 
eager to build lovely church build- 
ings and parsonages. We are able 
to count 23 new church buildings 
ranging in value from $15,000 
well over $100,000, with a number 
of other smaller church buildings. 
Also, we are able to report the 
oe of 14 fine, new parsonages. 
A great number of churches have 





State Council 








Rev. W. E. Johnson 


improved their existing facilities 
with Sunday School additions, par- 
sonage remodeling, Willing Work- 
ers’ facilities, recreational areas, 
parking og etc. 

We praise God for these good 
material gains. We are aware of 
the fact that much of this has 
been accomplished at a great sac- 
rifice on the part of our ministers 
and members. These buildings and 
improvements will stand as me- 
morials to their faithfulness and 
mos. 

Financial Gains: We are very 
grateful that even during this per- 
iod of recession our finances have 
held up and in some instances have 
showed slight gains. It appears at 
this time that we will have a good 
increase in missions over last year, 
and the giving for our Home for 
Children has been exceptional. Too 
September, 1957, with $7,473.83 an 
March, 1958, with $6,794.28, were 
reat months for tithes received 

ere at the state office. 


State Property Improvements: 
You will recall having seen the aa 
tures and an article about our state 
building project in a past issue of 
the Evangel. We now have these 
three beautiful buildings to grace 
the entrance into our campground 
—a state office building, state par- 
sonage, and youth director’s home. 
These buildings are modern in ev- 
ery respect and should answer our 
needs for a number of years. 

In our land purchase for these 
building sites, we increased our 
campground acreage to approxi- 
mately 75 acres and, in addition, 
have 47 lots that we are selling, 
We are hopeful that the state } 
clear enough from the sale of these 
lots to pay for all the new land 
acquired. 


(Continued on page 12) 








The Church Shows 


Progress in the 


Blue Grass State 





By T. A. Perkins 


Overseer 





Harlan, Kentucky 


In the last few years God has 
blessed in the State of Kentucky, 
and a steady growth and expan- 
sion have been realized in each an- 
nual report. An outstanding ac- 
complishment since the General 
Assembly is the purchasing of the 
present state overseer’s home and 
state youth director’s home. It was 
with pride that some of the min- 
isters and members assisted in 
moving from 141 Burnett Avenue 
to the newly purchased home on 
404 Chinoe Road in the fall of 1956. 
This beautiful $30,000 brick home 
with its six rooms, one and one 
half baths, full-sized basement, 
gas-forced air heating throughout, 
wall to wall carpeting, also has a 
garage with nicely finished room 
attached. The house is well located 
in the southeastern part of Lexing- 
ton, and is easily accessible to the 
lovely campground; it is the ful- 
fillment of many of our ministers’ 
and members’ dreams. It is indeed 
a lovely home and a wonderful 
place to live. 

roe pari ae ae vera 
of our state a state you' rector’s 
home was purchased, thus placin Highland Park, Louisville, Kentucky 
our state youth work on the mos 
solid footing yet. This department % 
of our work is growing, as you 
= — on in io. re “kg Alabama Camp Meeting 

s home is a very love ve- 
room block home, with full-sized 4. M. Phillips, Evangelist 


James A. Cross, Special Speaker 
basement. This $11,500, completel 
modern home is well located ear Birmingham Campground 











one of the foremost shopping June 30-July 6 Indiana Camp Meeting 

“Something r ‘the rogress of an Sma sreneee k 
. D. Williams, Special Speaker 

Kentucky can be aoe in the in- Battell School, Mishawaka 


crease of churches and property 
value. Seven new churches were Georgia Camp Meeting 
organized, 19 new church buildings Raymond Crowley, Evangelist 
were acquired through buildin Charles W. Conn, Bible Teacher 
new plants and the purchasing of Doraville Campground 
one, 8 new parsonages were either June 30-July 6 


June 30-July 4 
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bought or built and 4 churches were 
remodeled. Two nice Sunday School 
annexes were added, one of which 
was the $30,000 plant for the High- 
land Park Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

The State Headquarters property 
increased in value from $90,000 to 
$115,250. 

In the past 18 months our min- 
isters have preached 27,103 ser- 
mons, visited 75,887 homes, report- 
ed 5,123 saved, 2,153 sanctified, 1,213 
filled with the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, 725 baptized in water, and 
1,097 added to the Church. 

Our Ladies’ Willing Workers’ 
Bands continued to be a main stay 
and support of our churches, rais- 
ing $50,181.91. 

Our orphanage offering has in- 
creased 100 per cent in the past 
two years. 


Our youth —— are proving a 
great blessing to the young people 
of our state. 

In December of 1957 the Sunday 
School broke all previous attend- 
ance records, with 38,510 in at- 
tendance. 

The tithes have held near levels 
for several months, 

Kentucky missions interest con- 
tinues to show strength, with local 
churches sponsoring special proj- 
ects. The Louisville district fur- 
nished the ae Chapel in 
Haiti. This furniture is certainly 
lovely, as my wife and I had the 
privilege of visiting there; we saw 
the nice pews, pulpit, communion 
table and altar rail of wrought 
iron, featuring seven candlesticks 
in the outline work. They are sup- 
porting native workers, and fur- 

g typewriters. Special of- 
ferings for missions continue to 
come through our office monthly. 

The fellowship of the ministry 
and laity is great, “the greatest in 
the history of our state.” It thrills 
our hearts to see such fine fellow- 
ship and cooperation. 

The spirit of evangelism con- 
tinues to burn. All in all, we look 
for a very wonderful and fruitful 
spring and summer, with yet new 
records set before the General As- 
sembly. 











Crescent Springs, Kentucky 


State Parsonage 





Kentucky Camp Meeting 


Danny Drake, Evangelist 
David L. Lemons, Bible Teacher 
Lexington Campground 


June 30-July 5 


North Carolina Camp Meeting 


James L. Slay, Srenqeiet 
Billy Sunday Myers, Bible Teacher 
Charlotte Campground 


June 30-July 6 


Pennsylvania Camp Meeting 


G. W. Lane, Evangelist 
A. H. Batts, Bible Teacher 
Somerset Campground 


July 1-10 











Rev. James A. Stephens 


Here in this midwestern state, 
amidst the clanging din of modern 
machinery and the sound of 20th 
century farm uipment, the 
Church of God builds upward and 
onward under Christ! Along with 
the economic, educational and cul- 
tural growth of this beautiful state, 
we move forward spiritually, under 
God. Someone has said that prog- 
ress is the activity of today and 
the assurance of tomorrow. Cer- 
tainly God has given us progress 
here. We are seeing, as Victor 
Hugo put it, “the onward stride 
of God.” Men, women and youth 
with compassion and vision have 
made one landmark after another 
for God’s cause here in Indiana. 
Thanks to the onward tread! 


Looking back, one can see the 
real g of rapid growth 
taking place around 14 years ago. 
This steadily increased until 
boar Indiana now takes her place 
in the Church of God among the 
“B” states in membership. It ap- 
pears, as we eye the future, that 
this forward move of progress shall 
continue to gain momentum in the 
months and years ahead, should 
Jesus tarry. God is blessing! 


We Hoosiers are striving, by the 
help and grace of God, to develop 
all we can with the one hand and 
to retain and uphold what we ought 
with the other, realizing that in 
perpeteat r ss nothing is stead- 
ast and arable and that to limit 
progress is to stagnate and die. 
Thus we hold and we reach... 
fully cognizant of the fact that 
we build upon the foundations of 
other men—who, under great du- 
ress and stress, amidst much suf- 
fering and persecution, pioneered 
this area for Christ and left us a 
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By James A. Stephens 


Overseer 


sacred heritage to pass on to fu- 
ture generations. 

In the past four years we have 
been blessed in our hearts to be- 
hold the hand of God bring the 
many things to pass. The state 
membership has grown from 1,759 





to 2,261, a gain of 35 per cent. The 
tithe to the state office has in- 
creased from a monthly average of 
$806.20 to $1,073.17. We have organ- 
ized 11 new churches, with 5 mis- 
sions operating at the present time. 
Several of these show great prom- 


State Parsonage 

















Youth Director’s Parsonage 


ise of becoming full-fledged 
churches. 

With 56 organized churches in 
the state, it is gratifying to know 
that 51 of our congregations own 
their church buildings. Twenty- 
seven of them have parsonages. 
Twenty-one congregations have 
either built, bought, or are in the 
process of building, during the 
present administration. Three more 
have purchased property on which 
to build, and 7 other buildings have 
been finished during this same per- 
iod of time. 

The youth and Sunday School 
departments have enjoyed a very 
nice growth under the leadership 
of E. M. Abbott, state director. They 
have organized 13 new Y.P.E.’s and 
17 new Sunday Schools, added 9 
libraries and have shown a 40 per 
cent and 22 per cent increase in 
Y.P.E. and Sunday School attend- 
ance respectively. During this time 
745 worker’s training certificates 
have been awarded, 335 since June 
30, 1957. With a total state teach- 
ing staff of 284, this is more than 
one for every teacher this past year. 

Pictured you see the lovely two- 
story state overseer’s home and the 
nice Pegg og house for the youth 
director, which was purchased and 
built during the present adminis- 
tration. The state overseer’s home 
is situated on a very nice shaded 
lawn with an abundance of flowers 
and shrubbery. It has ample living 
space, with 3% baths, 3 fireplaces, 
5 bedrooms, kitchen, dining room, 
living room, maple-paneled den, 
breakfast room and a full base- 
ment with recreation area. It is 
all furnished appropriately. The 
oe director’s home has 1% 

aths, 3 bedrooms, living room with 
fireplace, dining area, kitchen area 
and a full basement. 


Situated between the two houses, 
convenient for both youth direc- 
tor and state overseer, are the state 
offices. They are paneled in at- 
tractive surfboard and knotty pine, 
with tile flooring and fluorescent 
lights. A gas wall-heater and storm 
doors and windows for winter com- 
fort, together with an air-condi- 
tioner unit for summer coolness, 
certainly make these offices en- 
joyable places in which to work. 
They are complete with rest room, 
an upstairs storage room, and ade- 
quate equipment. 


Much credit must go to Rev. C. 
C. Rains and Rev. C. R. Spain who, 
in succession, purchased very nice 
property that eventually led to the 
acquiring of the present site. Also, 
we must express YS to 
Walter Langdon and O. E. Smith, 
two local pastors, who worked at a 
reduced hourly rate to keep the 
construction cost of the youth par- 
sO e to a um. Mr. Cecil 
Houck, a cement contractor and 
husband of one of our lady minis- 
ters, donated his labor in pouring 
the concrete floors for the youth 
parsonage basement and garage. 
Other friends donated extra time 
to the construction. 


This roperty, located on the 
north side of Indianapolis in one 
of the most exclusive residential 
areas, is a very convenient setup 
and perhaps one of the better ar- 
rangements for state headquarters 
property in the Church of God. It 
stands as a monument to what 
people can do when they have a 
will and mind to work and put legs 
to their prayers. It also stands as 
a memorial to the many laity, min- 
isters and friends of the Church 
of God in Indiana who made it 
possible. 





Pray for my grandson. 
—Mrs. Sallie Thompson 
Gainesville, Georgia 


Pray for my body to be healed. 
—Mrs. Grace Schmid 
Chicago, Illinois 


Pray for a very special request. 
ames Buchanan 
Coeburn, Virginia 


Pray for a very ‘special request. 
—Alice Gay 
McMinnville, Tennessee 


Pray for my sister, Mrs. Cecil 
Roberts, of Lancaster, S. C., who is 
sick, and my son in the armed 
forces and other requests. 

—Mrs. Bessie Driggers 
Winnsboro, South Carolina 


Pray for my wife and me to be 
healed and for her salvation. 

—Charles Fields 

Opelika, Alabama 


Pray for Ester Estes to be healed 
of cancer. —Gussie Mae Wilkins 
Jacksonville, Alabama 


Pray for my husband to be 
healed. —Mrs. W. A. Mitchell 


Pray for me to be healed, to find 
a job, and to be strengthened spir- 
itually. —A Sister in Christ 


Pray for me to be healed of a se- 
vere sickness. —Pearl Morgan 
Pittsburg, Kansas 


Pray for me to be healed. I have 
had a heart attack. —J.R. Holt 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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State Office 


In the 16-month period since last 
General Assembly, September 1, 
1956, through December 31, 1957, 
the ministers of Alabama have 
preached 47,763 sermons, reported 
7,414 saved, 3,505 sanctified, 2,114 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, 811 
baptized in water, and 2,061 added 
to the Church. 

Our churches have paid a total 
of $794,584.30 in tithes, raised 
$31,296.68 for home missions and 
$55,531.31 for foreign missions. 

Six new churches have been or- 
ganized, 13 new church buildings 
have been erected, 10 churches 
have built new parsonages, and 3 
churches have purchased buildings 
for parsonages. One local church 
purchased a brick church building 
with Sunday School plant. Two of 
the newly organized churches have 
purchased dwellings and converted 
them into places of worship. The 
state has purchased several lots in 
new towns and prospects are good 
for new churches to be organized 
before the 1958 General Assembly. 


Immediately after the 1956 Gen- 
eral Assembly the ministers in a 
state meeting decided the growth 
and strength of the Church of God 
in Alabama would justify the erec- 
tion of a new state office building. 
Plans were secured and a con- 
tract let at a cost of $15,000. The 
building contains 1,600 square feet 
of floor space, is of concrete block 
and brick veneer’ construction, 
plastered interior, with acoustic tile 
overhead. It has a roomy reception 
room, large council room, 4 private 
offices, storage room, work room, 
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and two rest rooms finished in 
ceramic tile. New furniture was 
purchased for the offices, reception 
and council rooms. The cost of new 
furniture was not included in the 
contract cost of building. The 
pee dete | is heated and air- 
conditioned by a central unit 
known as a weather-maker heat 





Alabama 


Progress 


Report 


By John L. Byrd 


Overseer 


pump and is electrically controlled. 

Under the able leadership -of 
Clyne W. Buxton, State Sunday 
School and Youth Director, our 
Sunday Schools have reported a 
total attendance of 1,042,034. The 
Y.P.E.’s reported a total attend- 
dance of 561,889. A total of 

(Continued on page 12) 





Clyne Buxton and John L. Byrd at desk 


























Rev. O. W. Polen 


IS WAS THE common complaint: 
j “A fine National Sunday School and youth 
program, but it is not reaching the local church 
level as it should.” 


This was our answer: 

“Operation: Promotion”’—all-day Saturday promo- 
tional meetings for the specific benefit of pastors, 
Sunday School and youth workers, and interested 
laity, emphasizing, most of all, the need for more spir- 
itual power; also, state promotional meetings. 

This was the result: 


Direct contact with approximately 10,000 persons 
who, from their own statements, are now better in- 


formed Sunday School and youth workers. “...A 
greater vision than ever before” “. . . a new zeal” 
“... Challenged as never before” “. . . a new passion 
for the lost.” 

*- * * 


The reason many workers have not done a better 
job is because they have not known what a better job 
is. Fully convinced of the truth of this statement, the 
National Sunday School and Youth Department 
launched a promotional program this past year known 
as “Operation: Promotion,” whereby a team from the 
National Department went into various areas of the 
United States, challenging, instructing, and inspiring 
workers everywhere. Thousands who were unable to 
attend the large regional conventions were, for the 
first time, privileged to enjoy a similar program on the 
local church level. Twelve workshops on various phases 
of Sunday School and youth work were major features 
of the all-day Saturday meetings. A question-and- 
answer session, a “Promotion by the Minute” feature, 
“brainstorming,” promotional films, and two inform- 
ative, inspirational and anointed sermons completed 
the fast-moving program. Large quantities of color- 
ful Sunday School and youth materials were given 
to “Operation: Promotion” attendants. 

A successful Sunday School and youth program must 


“Operation: Promotion’ 


p 9 MET With a “a 


By O. W. Polen 


National Sunday School and Y outh Director 


be “Christ-centered.” This fact was emphasized over 
and over again in the workshops, sermons, etc. Great 
emphasis was placed on the fact that the entire 
national Sunday School and youth program has been 
built around the theme of “winning the lost to Christ.” 

At no time in these well-attended meetings did 
emphasis on mechanics or printed materials exceed 
the emphasis placed on the need for an abundance 
of the Holy Ghost in the lives of Sunday School and 
youth workers. Each day’s activities were concluded 
with a plea for workers to rededicate their lives to 
the ever-challenging work of the Sunday School and 
Youth Department. The program, though well-planned 
and effectively presented, was only successful when 
the hearts of the workers were challenged by the 
Holy Ghost Himself. It was not an uncommon sight 
to see workers, after an entire day of studying and 
learning, lift their hands heavenward in dedication 
as the Sunday School and youth work opportunities 
became more challenging than ever before. The dedi- 
cation of the workers to their tasks was a personal 
matter between each worker and the Lord. Though 
the workers had been instructed and inspired by the 
various leaders, they were reminded that the matter 
of consecration was something for which they them- 
selves were responsible. 


One of the outstanding factors about the “Opera- 
tion: Promotion” meetings was the presence of the 
Holy Ghost in all the services. God’s approval of the 
Sunday School and youth program of our church was 
most apparent. The sessions were spiritual. Time and 
time again the Spirit of the Lord moved on the 
hearts of the workers. The day was a-wonderful ex- 
perience for many as they were strengthened spir- 
itually, and at the same time became better quali- 
fied workers for God. 

Sixteen “Operation: Promotion” meetings were con- 
ducted by the National Department team from the 
first of January to May 10. Included in this number 
was a Lee College “Operation: Promotion” meeting, 
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which was attended by all the students. Classes were 
dismissed for the day, and faculty, students, and 
campus guests joined to make this day greatly suc- 
cessful. 

In addition to the sixteen “Operation: Promotion” 
meetings conducted by the national staff, week-long 
Sunday School and youth promotional meetings were 
conducted in a number of other states. Some of these 
were conducted under the auspices of the National 
Department, and some were state promotional proj- 
ects. These combined efforts. have resulted in the 
greatest promotional program ever sponsored by the 
National Sunday School and Youth Department. Al- 
ready reports from the state directors reflect definite 
gains and greater progress as a direct result of these 
meetings. 

The National Department’s greatest regret has been 
that we have not been able to conduct or sponsor 
intrastate promotional meetings in all the states. A 
great number of the states were reached this past 
year, and the department is already laying plans to 
reach more during the next church year. 

One of the greatest contributing factors to the 
success of “Operation: Promotion” has been the 
exemplary support of the state overseers and state 
directors. Their careful laying of plans, their ad- 
vertising, their lectures, and their splendid coopera- 
tion were outstanding in every way. 

Everywhere “Operation: Promotion” was conduct- 
ed, host pastors and their L.W.W.B.’s were courteous 
and kind as they prepared for the meetings and for 
the feeding of those in attendance. 

All the “Operation: Promotion” meetings were suc- 
cessful. In some the attendance was outstandingly 
large, and in all the attendance was gratifying. The 
interest was beyond expectation. Workers everywhere 
were eager and anxious to learn how to become more 
effective workers for God. Sunday School and youth 
materials were taken readily by the workers. Colorful, 
eye-catching posters gave a “large convention atmos- 
phere” to these promotional meetings. 


Though part of the success of these meetings was 
immediately obvious, as one progressive-minded state 
overseer stated, the impact of “Operation: Promotion” 
will not be fully realized until several years from now. 

The National Department “Operation: Promotion” 
staff consisted of O. W. Polen, National Director; 
Cecil B. Knight, Assistant National Director; and Miss 
Bernice Stout, Associate Editor of the Pilot. Accom- 
panying the team on two occasions was Lewis J. 
Willis, Editor of the Lighted Pathway and Director of 
Sunday School literature. National Sunday School and 
Youth Board members assisting in several meetings 
were Earl P. Paulk, Jr., Earl T. Golden, Ralph E. 
Day, and Donald S. Aultman. 

After travelling thousands of miles in approximately 
37 state visits and Western Canada this past church 
year in Sunday School and youth promotional work, 
it is my sincere and honest opinion that our Church: 
of God peopie everywhere are eager and anzious to 
learn more about the Sunday School and youth pro- 
gram of our Church. They are awakening, as never be- 
fore, to the importance of the Sunday School and 
youth program. They realize it can make and is 
making an important contribution to the success of 
the Church. 


THE WEAKNESS OF STRENGTH 
(Continued from page 3) 
nature. Indeed, not to do so is gross folly, for human 
nature at its best is too weak to combat the spiritual 
forces of evil. True strength comes from Christ within 
us. 
Ye are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them: because greater is he that is 

in you, than he that is in the world (1 John 

4:4). 

Now let me repeat, and this would be well for all 
of us to remember: your weakest point is your strong- 
est point left unguarded, and your strongest point is 
your weakest point fortified by the power of Christ. 














CHURCH OF GOD IN GEORGIA 
CONTINUES TO MOVE FORWARD 
(Continued from page 5) 

Other Endeavors: Among the 
many other endeavors of the past 
two years, the State of Georgia has 
been able to initiate a fine evange- 
listic program. Also, we were able 
to send an evangelistic team to the 
State of Wisconsin, which was ap- 
prociaiod by these fine people and 

heir state overseer. 

It is only because of the splendid 
spirit of cooperation that we are 
able to report these accomplish- 
ments. We give our God the glory, 
honor and praise. The future for 
the Church of God in Georgia looks 
very bright. We pray that we shall 
be able to launch out and march 
forward even at a more accelerated 

ace. We believe that the surface 

as but been scratched. Should the 
Lord tarry, there are many fine 
things ahead for the Church of 
God in Georgia. 
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ALABAMA PROGRESS REPORT 
(Continued from page 10) 
$154,135.25 was raised by the Sun- 
day Schools in their regular of- 
ferings, and the Y.P.E.’s raised 
$55,847.85 for the same period. A 
total of $18,727.57 was raised by the 
Sunday Schools and churches for 
the Church of God Home for Chil- 
dren at Sevierville, Tennessee. Five 
new Sunday Schools, 22 new 
branch Sunday Schools, and 9 new 
Y.P.E.’s were organized during the 

period. 

Our hearts rejoice that some of 
our churches were blessed with 
good revivals, with old-time con- 
viction, repenting, and baptism 
with the Holy Ghost, even durin 
some of our coldest weather an 
when the Asiatic flu was hinder- 
ing. For all good things we praise 
the Lord and commend our pas- 
tors, evangelists, and laymen for 
their faithfulness in helping to 
make this report possible. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD IN 
PENNSYLVANIA 
(Continued from page 4) 


three churches. Seven cities, 4 
ing in size from 50,000 to 125,000 in 
population, do not have a single 
Church of God in them. 

Do not suppose that we hold no 
burden for these unreached mil- 
lions. Needed, are more men with 
a burden, more men with willing- 
ness to sacrifice, more men who 
will see the vision. “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest” 
(John 4:35). “The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the 

arvest, that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest” (Mat- 
thew 9:37, 38). 





The Bible is a window in this 
prison of hope, through which we 
look into eternity—Dwight. 

















Seventeen Unite With Church 
During Great Revival 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—The 
Northside Church of God has just 


had the greatest revival the church 
has known since it was set in order 


in 1954. Twenty were saved, 9 sanc- 
tified and 9 


illed with the Holy 
Ghost. 


The Reverend Winfred A. Petty 
is our pastor, and his wife, Sister 
Dorothy L. Petty, was our evange- 
list. God heale ple on many 
nights as Sister Petty prayed for 
them. We took 17 into the church 
and there are more to come in 
later. God is blessing our church 
in a great way. We had 121 in 
Sunday School on Easter Sunday. 

We are so thankful to the Lord 
that He sent Brother and Sister 
Petty to us. —Reporter 


Pastor Conducts Good Revival 


LUMBERTON, N.C.—A great re- 
vival began at the Hester Town 
Church of God on March 26 and 
continued through April 7. We had 
a wonderful time in the Lord and 
the power of God really stirred the 
souls of men, women, boys and 
girls. Fourteen were saved, 7 sanc- 
tified, 7 filled with the Holy Ghost 
and 11 added to the Church. Broth- 
er William Stone, the pastor, was 
the speaker. He has been a great 
blessing to the church and the 
people. —Lacy Carter, reporter 


Evangelist Is Blessing to 
Church 


OXFORD, Ohio—We have just 
closed the greatest revival this 
church has ever known. It is won- 
derful what the Lord has done for 
our people. The evangelist, Wood- 
row Morgan, from Tennessee, was 
with us for three weeks in Feb- 
ruary. He is a wonderful man of 
God, believes in obeying God and 
preaching under the eee | of 
God. Some nights the Holy Ghost 
took over and people fell under the 
power. Thirty-two were saved, 23 
sanctified, 17 filled with the Holy 
Ghost and 20 united with the 


Church. We thank the Lord for His 
blessings. Brother and Sister Mor- 
gan are wonderful pepeie and 
would do —- @ church good. 

We are grateful for our new pas- 
tor, Brother T. L. Copeland and 
family. Our church as a whole has 
been growing. Brother Copeland is 
always ready and willing to visit 
the sick and pray and do what he 
can to help anyone. We welcome 
anyone wanting to hear the true 
Word of God to come by and visit 
with us. 

—Mrs. Clyde Sparks, reporter 


Church Experiences Great 
Blessing of God 


BELL, Fla.—We have just closed 
a great revival with Sister Addie 
Lee Owens of Englewood, Florida, 
as the evangelist. Eight were saved, 
5 sanctified, 3 filled with the Holy 
Ghost and 2 added to the church. 
We truly — God for His great 
blessings us during this revival 
and for sending Sister Owens our 
way again. Any church will be for- 
tunate to have her for a revival. 


—Mrs. H. W. Simmons, clerk 


Marvelous Healings During 
Revival 


ESTEVAN, SASK., Canada—We 
have just concluded a five-week 
revival with Sister Jennie Evans as 
the evangelist. We had a wonderful 
meeting with many drawn closer 
to the Lord. Nine were saved, 6 
sanctified, 1 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 6 baptized in water. There 
were many outstanding healings; 
eyes were healed, deaf ears were 
unstopped, several cases of arth- 
ritis were healed, heart trouble was 
healed, a goiter was healed. A lady 
with a _ stiff back stooped and 
touched her shoes for the first time 
in five years. One lady with polio 
whose picture was used for the 
polio drive in Canada in 1957 was 
gloriously saved and healed and 
delive: of her braces and 
special-built shoes. She also had 
cancer and heart trouble. She also 
was delivered from the drinking 


and the smoking habit. She was 
delivered so completely you cannot 
tell by her walk that she ever had 
polio. Her crooked legs are straight, 
her crooked bent fingers are 
straight and we thank she can 
live a normal life again. The Lord 
certainly blessed all who attended. 
We highly recommend Sister Jennie 
Evans to any of our churches. She 
has great faith and she certainly 
preaches the Word with signs fol- 

lowing. 
—Rev. Arthur D. Aspinall, 
reporter 


God Blesses Greatly In 
Revival 


AUGUSTA, Ga.—I am happy to 
report a wonderful revival at the 
Crawford Avenue Church of God, 
Augusta, Georgia. Brother and Sis- 
ter O. L. May of Atlanta, Georgia, 
were the evangelists. 

Brother — preached the Word 
under the mighty power of God, 
and it had its effect on the peo- 
ple. Some nights he did not get to 
preach; the Holy Ghost took the 
services and almost all present 
seemed to be blessed. 

We do not have the number of 
souls saved, or how many were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, but it 
was quite a few. The church was 
greatly revived; many sick persons 
were prayed for and some were 
healed. 

The meeting closed with good 
interest. Brother and Sister May 
are wonderful evangelists and will 
bless any church. We hope to have 
them visit our church again. Broth- 
er W. E. Wright is our pastor. 

—Lois H. Bohler, reporter 


Revival Brings Many Blessings 


CINCINNATI, Ohio—God has 
blessed the Norwood Church of God 
in Cincinnati with a great revival 
and many material things. The re- 
vival ran for 3 weeks, closing Feb- 
ruary 2 with 19 saved, 8 sanctified, 
1 filled with the Holy Ghost, 8 bap- 
tized in water and 12 added to the 
Church. God also healed a sister 
who had a broken arm and a little 
girl who had an ear infection. The 
evangelist was Sister Frances H. 
Lyons. 

In the last year God has helped 
us to get a new Hammond organ 
rugs, pews, guest chairs, pulpit, an 
altar. We have gone over the top 
with all goals, and are expecting 
God to continue to bless us with 
many more souls. 

—Rev. D. H. Estridge, pastor 





The church shows a shortage of 
engineers and a surplus of brake- 
men. 


13 











in memoriam 





INCHES 


John Inches passed away early 
Wednesday morning, March 26, 
1958. He was a faithful member of 
the Minot, North Dakota, Church of 
God for several years and was 
serving as a Sunday School teach- 
er and as the treasurer of our 
church when God saw fit to call 
him home. 

He is survived by his wife, Char- 
lotte; three sons, Danny, Larry, and 
Ronnie; his father, Charles; his 
maternal grandmother, Mrs. S. T. 
Ferguson; three sisters, Mrs. Adolf 
Row, Mrs. Alice Ream, Mrs. Orville 
Schulz; and a brother, Edwin. 

John was only thirty years of 
age. He did not live long, but he 
lived ‘well because he lived for 
Cc —J. E. DeVore, pastor 


SELMAN 


Mrs. Emma Helen Selman, of Sa- 
lem, Oregon, was born October 17, 
1895, at Leland, Iowa, and depart- 
ed this life on October 20, 1957, 3 
days after her 62nd birthday. 

The funeral was conducted by 
the state overseer, the Rev. Estel 
Moore, assisted by the Rev. Earl P. 
Paulk. Songs were sung by the Rev. 
and Mrs. James Childress. Inter- 
ment was at Restlawn Memorial 
Gardens near Salem. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Adam Selman; six daughters, Eme- 
line McDougal; LaVerne Selman, 
who is youth editor at our Church 
of God Publishing House; Ruth 
Jones, wife of the Rev. Norman 
Jones, pastor of the Church of God 
at Salem, Oregon; Eunice Millwood, 
wife of the Rev. Jesse Millwood, 
pastor of the Church of God at 
Pittsburg, Kansas; Esther Fu n, 
Portland, Oregon; and Rebecca 
Rains, Phoenix, Arizona; and one 
son, Victor Selman, Long Beach, 
California. One daughter preceded 
her in death. Also surviving are 13 

randchildren, 2 sisters and 3 

rothers. Less than 2 months be- 
fore her death, her oldest brother, 
Nate Peterson, well-known through- 
out the churches in the North- 
west, passed away in his home in 
Portiand, Oregon. 

Sister Selman was a devoted wife 
and mother, a wonderful Christian, 
and a loyal member of the Church 
of God. The Church of God in 
Salem was started in her home. In 
1956 she received honorable men- 
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tion in the Church of God Evangel 
in the Mother of the Year contest. 
Although she is greatly missed 
by her loved ones, her church, and 
her friends, we know she is in a 
better place, free from the suffer- 
ing she had so patiently endured 
before and after her first stroke 
about 64% years before her death. 
One who loved her, 

—Mrs. E. E. Coleman 


FREEMAN 


Mrs. Oscar Mack Freeman, born 
December 27, 1936, departed this 
life on November 26, 1957. She was 
killed in a collision which also took 
the lives of her husband and 18- 
month-old son, Jerry Don. Two 
men were killed in the other car. 
The sole survivor of the head-on 
crash was the 6-month-old son, 
Oscar Leon Freeman. 

Mrs. Freeman was a member of 
the Church of God in Brownfield, 
Texas. She was a faithful Chris- 
tian for several years. She was the 
daughter of Mrs. Lucy Sexton, also 
a member of the Church of God in 
Brownfield. 

She leaves to mourn her death, 
her mother, and son, Oscar Leon, 
her grandfather, 2 brothers, 1 sis- 
ter and a host of relatives and 
friends. 

A combined funeral service was 
held at the church in Brownfield. 
The Rev. Otha Stegall, her former 
pastor, and the Rev. W. E. Mitchell, 
her present pastor, officiated. 

She will be missed by her loved 
ones that are left behind and by 
her church, 

We feel our loss is heaven’s gain. 
Another flower has been plucked 
from this earth’s garden to bloom 
in heaven’s garden above. 

—wW. E. Mitchell, pastor 


SPRINGER 


Mrs. Henrietta Springer died 
March 14, 1958, at the age of 177. 
She had been a faithful member of 
the Church of God for 28 years. 
She was a member of the Church 
of God at Riverside, Forth Worth, 
Texas, at the time of her death. 
She died with a heart condition. 
She came on to church almost un- 
til the day she died. 

Her life truly said with David, 


“I was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord,” Psalm 122:1. Her life 
was so firm for God; it will never 
be forgotten by her children or her 
church. 

I am sure her friends will always 
remember her as one who loved 
the Lord. —J.T. Gilliam, pastor 


GAMBLE 


On the Sunday evening of March 
30, 1958, Mrs. Zella Gamble was 
crossing the highway on her way 
to the evening service at the Caffee 
Junction Church of God, McCalla, 
Alabama, when she was struck by 
a car and killed. She had been a 
faithful member of the church here . 
for many years, and her life of 69 
ears had made her a friend to 
undreds of persons who mourn 
her passing. It seems that heaven 
is nearer now since Sister Gamble 
has been called to make it her 
permanent home. As she lives with 
Christ even now, so her loving 
memory lives in our hearts to beck- 
on us on toward our eternal goal. 

—C. H. Bullock, reporter 


ALLEN 


Mrs. Y. F. Allen, the former Mary 
Lillian Dedge, faithful and beloved 
member of the Church of God for 
38 years, departed this life to be 
with the Lord she loved so well. 
She was a member of the Valdosta, 
Georgia, Church of God for 11 
years. A native of Clinch County, 
Georgia, she had lived in Sout. 
Georgia all her life. She was led 
into holiness through the ministry 
of the Rev. John L. Stevens, and 
was a truly consecrated Christian, 
a real jewel for heaven. 

She is survived by her husband; 
2 daughters, Mrs. Lloyd L. Powell, 
of Valdosta, and Mrs. W. R. 
Thomas, of Wildwood, Florida; 2 
sons, E. L. Allen of Jesup, and J. 
W. Allen, Sr., of Valdosta; 1 sister, 
Mrs. W. L. Timmerman of Tampa, 
Florida; 9 grandchildren; and 
great grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conducted 
in the Wayfare Church near Stock- 
ton, Georgia, by her former pas- 
tor, the Rev. E. E. O’Neal of Bain- 
bridge, Georgia, and her present 
pastor, the Rev. Hubert S. Norris. 

—Hubert S. Norris, pastor 


BROWN 


Sister Iva Lee Brown passed away 
and was buried on Easter Sunday. 
She was 77 years old and was the 
oldest member at the Ringgold, 
Georgia, Church of God. 

—Reporter 
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NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE WEEK 
CONQUERING CHRISTIANS 


By MRS. G. R. WATSON, Atlanta, Georgia 


Memory Verse: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage,” 


Galatians 5:1. 


Monday, June 30 
Scripture, John 8:36 

The hearts of the heathen and 
the minds of men call for freedom. 
No one wants to be as a bird in a 
cage. Bondage is tiresome, captivity 
is wearisome, the life of a prisoner 
is hard; son igs ey humiliating, the 
chains that bind are galling, re- 
striction is revolting, limitation is 
unwelcome: all men yearn for 
complete emancipation. Men have 
fought wars for political freedom, 
for economic freedom, for academ- 
ic freedom, for national freedom 
and even for religious freedom. Na- 
tions have been mobilized, individ- 
uals conscripted, possessions con- 
fiscated, and all resources of hu- 
man ability and capacity spent in 
the cause of freedom. Men are born 
into this world with a “built-in” 
desire for freedom. 

Jesus Christ came as a revelation 
of complete freedom. He was in 
bondage to no spirit, power, or per- 
son. He was Captain of His own 
ship and Decider of His own des- 
tiny. Jesus set others free in spirit, 
soul and body. He breaks every 
fetter—preaching the gospel to the 
poor, healing the brokenhearted, 
proclaiming deliverance to the cap- 
tives, recovering of sight to the 
blind, and setting at liberty them 
that are bruised. He sets men free! 

We thank Thee, our Father, be- 
cause Jesus came to give us life 
. . . abundantly. We accept our 
freedom in Thee today anew. Help 
us to freely give to others as Thou 
hast given to us. 


Tuesday, July 1 
Scripture, 1 John 5:4 

I am glad that with God it is 
“whosoever” and “whatsoever” is 
born of God. If only certain ones 
overcame the world, such as 
preachers, teachers, deacons and 
elders, many would be doomed to 
lives of defeat. With God, the only 
requirement for being victorious 
over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil is that one be born again 
and have faith in Him. 

Faith is the ability to take God 
at His word and act on it. Working 
in you, this faith sup lies your 
needs, solves your problems, and 
makes you a conquering Christian. 


Your place in: the family of God 
and faith in your heavenly Father 
makes you an overcomer. “He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall 
be my son.” 

Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
hast given every man a measure 
of faith; help us to increase our 
faith by reading Thy Word, for 
faith cometh by hearing ... the 
Word of God. 


Wednesday, July 2 
Scripture, 2 Corinthians 2:14 
Here Paul breaks forth in a 
praise of thanksgiving to God for 
always giving the victory 
through Christ. Here is the testi- 
mony of a man who, in my opin- 
ion, suffered as no other man has 
ever suffered—in peril of hunger, 
thirst, nakedness, robbers, travail 
for the saints and his brethren, 
prison, cold, frequent fastings, per- 
secutions by his own countrymen 
and false brethren, yet he lived a 
victorious life and at death af- 
firmed: “I have fought a good 
fight.” Living the Christian life is 
no hit-or-miss affair. It is not nec- 
essary to lose most of the fights 
in order to win the battle. “Nay, 
in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that 
loved us.” We win in our warfare 
when we realize that the victory 
is in Christ Jesus. It is through His 
blood, His Word, and His name 
that we conquer! 


Father, we confess our victory in 
Christ and praise Him for it now. 
We thank Thee that we can not 
only win in the battle with Satan, 
but that we can be MORE than 
conquerors! 


Thursday, July 3 
Scripture, Ephesians 1:3 

Calvary is a finished work. Cal- 
vary minus nothing, plus nothing 
is God’s provision for all the needs 
of men. The suffering and death 
of the cross is not God’s first nor 
last step in His redemptive plan 
for the world. It is the complete 
and whole saving work of God. 

Already now we are blessed with 
all spiritual blessings. “And to know 
the love of Christ, which’ passeth 


knowledge, that ye might be filled 
with all the fullness of God.” We 
do not have to live another day 
lacking spiritual blessings; they 
are on deposit for us to check out 
through believing and receiving. 

We thank Thee, God, for our 
ae in you. Thank you for your 

ord which tells us that our lives 
can be hid with Christ in God and 
that we have the privilege to live 
in the Spirit. 


Friday, July 4 
Scripture, Colossians 1:12, 13 

We appreciate this day, our na- 
tional Independence Day. We thank 
God for the Stars and Stripes, for 
the land of the free and the home 
of the brave, and for the honorable 
purpose for which our forefathers 
came to this land. We thank God 
for the rights and privileges we 
have as American citizens and for 
all the blessings we enjoy. Not- 
withstanding, as wonderful and 
great as these are, they are me | 
temporary, fleeting and temporal. 
The greatest blessing ever given to 
mankind was the power (the right) 
to become sons of God—sons with 
all the rights and privileges of the 
kingdom of God! We are joint 
(equal) heirs with Jesus with the 
right to use His name and be in- 
dwelt by the Spirit. “Him who knew 
no sin” God made-to be sin on our 
behalf; “that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” Only 
thus, as “a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people,” can we show forth 
the virtues of Him who has called 
us out of darkness into His marve- 
lous light. 

With all our hearts, our Father 
God, do we thank Thee for all 
these many temporal and spiritual 
blessings. Intensify our burden and 
desire to help liberate others. 


Saturday, July 5 
Scripture, Romans 8:1 
No condemnation! No guilt com- 


plex! No feeling of inferiority! 
Complete justification in Christ 
Jesus! “Therefore being justified 


by faith, we have peace with God.” 
More than half of the hospital 
population of America are “men- 
tal” and “nerve” cases. Much of 
this is due to guilt and fear that 
come from sin and to the lack of 
salvation and of knowledge of 
God’s Word. “For God has not giv- 
en us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” We as children of God, here 
and now, are free from condemna- 
tion because we walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit. Jes 
has set us free from the law of sin 
and death! 
We worship Thee, O Lord, for 
freedom in the Spirit and for your 
manifold blessings and benefits. 
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